

Friendship Service Center of New Britain, Inc.

241 Arch Street, P. O. Box 1896

New Britain, CT  06050-1896

Ellen Perkins Simpson, Executive Director

Phone 

Fax 

e-mail 



website

860-225-0211
860-348-9040
esimpsonnbfs@snet.net 
www.friendshipservicecenter.org
Geographical Area Served

Central Connecticut

Mission Statement

The mission of the Friendship Service Center of New Britain, Inc. is to provide friendship and direct service to the poor and needy of the central Connecticut area, including the ownership and operation of housing for the poor.  We carry out this mission greeting each as a unique and special child of God knowing that, if nothing else, he or she has experienced failure and suffers from low self-esteem.  We meet them where they are, provide their immediate needs and gradually build a trusting relationship.  In time, we foster responsible decisions, sprinkled with love and care.  It is from this formula that we witness miracles.  None fail at the Friendship Center.  Rather, it is not "his or her time for change" and we are always ready for anyone with an honest, sincere desire to try again.   

Description of Services

The Friendship Center was founded by Monsignor Joseph Farrell in October 1968 with these words:


“Today I am opening a storefront Friendship Center at 100 Commercial Street.  You folks know the location well. – It’s between two package stores.  We are going to tell the needy that in the eyes of God, nobody is a nobody.”

 In the beginning it was a drop-in center, a place where the poor, the alcoholic street people, and the disheartened could go to have soup and a sandwich and be greeted by the welcoming presence of Monsignor Farrell and volunteers.  Over the years, the Friendship Center's location has changed and it has grown to include shelter, meals and a continuum of services to all those in need.

241 Arch St:  Tomasso Family Community Kitchen; 37-bed Shelter for men, women and families; Transitional Living facilities for 15 men and women; and PATH (Program to Assist in the Transition from Homelessness)

52 Main Street:  Emergency Needs Program, providing basic necessities for those at risk of homelessness; Beyond Shelter and Permanent Supportive Housing Programs, helping those who have moved into permanent housing to maintain that housing

59  and 85 Arch Street:  Arch Street Housing - Construction is underway to renovate 5 units and create an additional 16 units of housing to provide 21 units of affordable supportive housing

Donor Opportunities

Gifts in kind:  Food, toiletries, twin sheets, twin blankets, towels

Cash gifts to support ongoing work or designated to Arch Street Housing or Friendship Center Endowment

Gifts of stock, vehicles or real estate

Bequests of cash, real estate, stock or life insurance policies

